ii8          REPERUSALS AND  RE-COLLECTIONS

parliaments and mobs and parties, he tells us, as his
editor has pointed out, many things which other politicians
know, but never say; and taking us behind the scenes,
he shows us the wires which move the bedizened puppets
that play their parts upon that illustrious scene.

' State-business/ he tells us, ' is a cruel Trade ; Good
nature is a Bungler in it/ ' It is the Fools and Knaves
that make the Wheels of the World turn. They are the
World ; those few who have Sense or Honesty sneak up
and down single, but never go in Herds/ ' The Govern-
ment of the World is a great thing/ we are assured by one
who played a notable part in it; but, he adds, ' a very
coarse one, too, compared with the Fineness of Speculative
Knowledge/

To his Political Aphorisms Halifax added a large
number of ' Moral Thoughts and Reflections ' treating
without illusion, but without malice, the stock subjects
of the moral aphorist, Man and his passions, his youth and
age, his knavery and self-deception and folly.

Halifax, like other authors who possess the aphoristic

turn of thought  and expression,   often  enriches  with

aphorisms his essays and other compositions.   His Advice

to a Daughter, written before her marriage for his daughter

Elizabeth, who afterwards became the mother of another

famous aphorist, the Earl of Chesterfield, is full of wise and

disillusioned sentences, which picture life as it is, and offer

no great hopes of happiness.   Lady Elizabeth's husband,

he seems to suggest, will very likely be a spendthrift, a

libertine or a drunkard ; but the best she can do is to turn

a blind eye to his failings, rejoicing indeed that he is not

without  them,  ' for a Husband without  Faults  is  a

dangerous Observer/   As to her children, she was to have

as strict a guard on herself among them, as if she were

among her enemies : a wise remark, as Sir Walter Raleigh

says, but not one, he adds, which makes home seem a

cheerful place.

The more one reads Halifax's writings, the more one